The Causes of the World War
XII
In the conversations which had taken place a few days
earlier in St. Petersburg between Poincare (the French
President), Viviani (the Premier), Nicholas II and Sazonov,
it is impossible to find any proof that the French states-
men urged the Russians to declare war.
XIII
While the Russian military measures were being discussed
and decided upon Austro-German diplomacy by point-
blank refusals and delaying and sidetracking manoeuvres,
wrecked aU the efforts of the Entente to prevent an
extension of the conflict: the Czar's offer to have recourse
to arbitration by the Hague Court; the proposal for
direct negotiation between Austria and Russia; the
proposal that Austria should declare her intention to
respect Serbia's independence; and the proposal for
Austria's temporary occupation of Belgrade by way of
a pledge, together with suspension of hostilities on the
part of Austria and cessation of the Russian mobilization.
XIV
It is true that on July soth Bethmann-Hollweg, the
German Chancellor, on being informed by his ambassador
in London that the consistently negative and manifestly
aggressive policy of the Central Empires was causing the
British Government grave anxiety, brought the strongest
pressure to bear on Berchtold in. order to obtain some
concession from bin? which would allay Sir Edward
Grey's suspicions* But no sooner had he sent instructions
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